
 The past few years saw  a significant growth  in the 

oil tanker business in the country.  A few years back,  

vessel acquisition in the country was confined to local 

purchases and exchanges between local vessel owners. 

This scenario has now markedly 

changed. 

 Local shipowners have started 

acquiring good secondhand tankers 

from South Korea and Japan and new 

vessel construction from the Peopleõs 

Republic of China. Chelsea Shipping 

Corp. was one of the first companies to 

look overseas for new vessels for its 

fleet. In 2009, Chelsea Shipping  

acquired a brand new double hulled / 

double bottomed 6,000 DWT oil tanker 

from the Peopleõs Republic of China, - 

M/T Chelsea Cherylyn.  

 Come January 2012, Chelsea 

Shipping  will sign the Protocol of 

Delivery in the Peopleõs Republic of 

China for  her latest  acquisition, the òM/T CHELSEA 

THELMAó.  The Vessel is a European-designed 9,360 

GRT Oil/Chemical tanker of 14,000 DWT. M/T Chelsea 

Thelma will be the largest Filipino owned tanker in the 

country  to  date.  This  acquisition  also  makes  Chelsea               
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M/T Chelsea Thelmañ soon the Philippinesõ largest tanker 

By: Capt. T.P. Solda, 

VPð Ship Management 

 At the start of 2011, Management announced  the 

search for the òBEST TANKER / BARGE AWARDEES 

FOR THE YEAR 2011ó . The criteria for these awards  are:  

¶ No lost-time incident (LTI) for six consecutive 

months  

¶ No spill incident ( or Product Contamination within 

the search period  

¶ Ship to ship variance performance within allowable  

limits  

¶ Attainment of  at least 90% vessel readiness  

¶ General appearance and Housekeeping  

  

 Upon reviewing the performance of each vessel and 

taking note the commendable effort and dedication demon-

strated by our seaborne personnel in meeting charter com-

mitments, Management is pleased to announce the selec-

tion of the vessels M/T Chelsea Denise and M/T Jasaan as 

the òTop Performing Tanker of 2011ó and òTop Performing 

Barge of 2011ó, respectively.  

 A cash award of One Hundred Thousand Pesos 

(P100,000.00) shall be given to the Top Performing 

Tanker/Barge, to be distributed among crew members ac-

cording to the number of months of service on board.   

 For  2012, the search for the òTop Performing Vesseló 

in the Chelsea Shipping Group continues.        

 Congratulations and keep up the good work! 

By: Ernie Vinuya, Safety and 

Training Manager 



¶ November 29, 2011 - main shaft test at specific 

RPM and time duration; diesel generators running 

on heavy fuel; exhaust boiler and incinerator test; 

fresh water generator test; remote control procedure 

test; steering gear test; turning test; speed measure-

ment and course stability test.  

¶ November 30, 2011 - inertia test; initial turning 

test; zig-zag maneuver-

ing test; navigation 

equipment test; life-

boat; bow thrusters, 

and anchor drop test. 

 Overall, the M/T Chel-

sea Thelmaõs sea trial  was 

a success.  

 òSea trialó or òshakedown cruiseó in maritime par-
lance, is conducted to test the vesselõs performance and sea-

worthiness. It  is  the last phase for a newly built vessel 

prior to its turnover and acceptance by the owner.  

 On November 29 to 30, 2011, the sea trial of  M/T Chel-

sea Thelma  was conducted in Fuan City, Fujian Province, 

China.  The Chelsea Management Team led by Vice Presi-

dent for Ship Management, Capt. Telesforo P. Solda,  Op-

erations and Technical Manager,  Engr.  Armando M. Mira, 

M/T Chelsea Thelmaõs Capt. Mateo Castro and  the advance 

party of the officers and crew of the Vessel,  attended the 

sea trial.  The main objective of the Team was  to ensure the 

Vesselõs conformance to construction specifications which 

include among others, speed, maneuverability, fuel con-

sumption, machinery and equipment tests, and safety fea-

tures.  The sea trial was also an opportunity for the  crew 

members to familiarize themselves with the Vessel.   

The highlights of the Sea Trial were:  

¶ November 28, 2011 - òdiagonaló ballasting of cargo, 

double bottom and wing tanks to check designed fill-

ing level and to check hull integrity prior to full bal-

last operation.  
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By: Ding Mira, Fleet Mainte-

nance &  Operations Manager 

Shipping  one of the bigger local tanker owners in the 

country, a significant achievement for a Company 

which started commercial operations just five years ago.  

 Last November 29-30, M/T Chelsea Thelma 

underwent a successful sea trial. M/T Chelsea Thelma is 

scheduled to make her maiden voyage by February 

2012. 

 The acquisition of M/T Chelsea Thelma is a step 

towards the Companyõs goal of regional trade. Are its 

people up to the challenge of this goal?  

 Vessels with state of the art equipment, need well-

trained officers and engineers to operate these 

sophisticated equipment. Are our sea personnel 

motivated to upgrade their levels of competence to 

match the modernization of our fleet ? 

  

 The Head Office will need a better system of  

managing vessel safety and maintainance. Are we 

working towards this  direction or are we still in the  

òfirefighting?ó mode?  

  Let us recall the statementñòNo amount of 

difficulties we cannot endure, no amount of challenges we 

cannot surmount, and no amount of problems we cannot 

solve if we pool our strength and  work together towards a 

common goal.ó 

 With the dedication and passion of our people, who 

can question our vision - òTo be the finest shipping 

Company known for its unrivalled customer service.ó  
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